
Where Are We Now?
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Overview 
• Los Angeles Statistics
• Fentanyl and Counterfeit Pills
• Social Media and Counterfeit Pills
• Methamphetamine
• DEA Resources



2018

All drug-caused deaths: 1,266
Those involving opioids: 746 
(59% of total)
Those involving fentanyl: 306 
(24% of total)
Those involving 
methamphetamine: 691 (55% 
of total)

2019

All drug-caused deaths: 1,442
Those involving opioids: 841 
(58% of total)
Those involving fentanyl: 473 
(33% of total)
Those involving 
methamphetamine: 752 (52% 
of total)

2020

All drug-caused deaths: 2,357
Those involving opioids: 1,567 
(67% of total)
Those involving fentanyl: 
1,173 (50% of total)
Those involving 
methamphetamine: 1,358 
(58% of total)

The 2,357 drug-caused deaths in 2020 represented an 86 percent increase from the 1,266 in 2018.

The first 5 months of 2021 there were 1,004 drug-caused deaths. 567 of these or nearly 57 % 
involved fentanyl 

Los Angeles County – Drug-caused Deaths



Fentanyl / 
Counterfeit Pills



Fentanyl is a powerful synthetic opioid analgesic that is similar to 
morphine but is 50 to 100 times more potent. It is a schedule II 
prescription drug, and it is typically used to treat patients with severe 
pain or to manage pain after surgery.  However illicit fentanyl and its 
analogues are extremely dangerous with high abuse potential and 
severe adverse effects including coma and death.  

It is manufactured in China and recently, more so in Mexico. 
Illicit fentanyl is used as  adulterants in heroin, cocaine, 
methamphetamine and as a heroin substitute sold to unaware users.  

Illicit fentanyl is also used to produce counterfeit pills (fentanyl-laced 
pills that mimic the color, size and markings of legitimate 
pharmaceutical pills).          

Fentanyl / Counterfeit Pills
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Fentanyl / Counterfeit Pills



Social Media and 
Counterfeit Pills



Social Media and Counterfeit Pills



Methamphetamine



Methamphetamine

• Methamphetamine seizures are 
increasing across the United States

• Mexico-based TCOs are primary 
producers

• Domestic clan lab seizures are 
decreasing



DEA 
Resources



DEA ResourcesDEA Resources



no-cost online tools that support every 
member of the community with the 
power of prevention.
DEA partnership with Discovery 
Channel
Workplace Resources
Parent Resources
School Resources

Operation Prevention 



October 23, 2021 10:00 am - 2pm
In LA County : approximately 21 collection sites

Collection will be shared by next week
Collection Locator will be active October 1

Takebackday.DEA.gov

DEA National Rx Take Back



Red Ribbon Week







DEA.gov
TakeBackDay.DEA.gov
Justthinktwice.gov
GetSmartAboutDrugs.gov
OperationPrevention.com

DEA Websites

Twitter: DEA Los Angeles 



Bill Bodner
William.D.Bodner@DEA.gov

Ruth Morales
Ruth.M.Morales@DEA.gov

Questions?
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