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Overview

• Naloxone bulletin 
• Background and rationale
• What is naloxone?
• How to make naloxone available to clients
• Naloxone training resources
• Naloxone bulletin compliance
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SAPC Naloxone Bulletin

Each prevention, treatment, and Recovery 
Bridge Housing (RBH) site is required to:
1. Have staff that are trained to administer naloxone in the 

event of an overdose (OD).
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SAPC Naloxone Bulletin

Each prevention, treatment, and Recovery Bridge 
Housing (RBH) site is required to:
1. Have staff that are trained to administer naloxone in the 

event of an overdose (OD).
2. Maintain naloxone onsite to administer in the event of an OD.
3. Provide education and training to clients and make naloxone 

available when indicated.
4. Develop policy and procedure (P&P) to outline how 

prevention, treatment, and RBH sites will ensure compliance 
with the naloxone bulletin
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OD rising in LAC, largely driven by 
synthetic opioids
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Street 
Fentanyl

OD rising in LAC, largely driven by 
synthetic opioids



OD Among Non-opioid Drug Users

8
Source: Jones et al., JAMA, 2018; DEA National Drug Threat Assessment.



Fentanyl Contamination of Illicit Drug Supply
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Research Shows that Naloxone Distributed 
Directly to Community Members Reduces OD 

Deaths Saves Lives
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What is Naloxone?

• Naloxone is a short-acting medication that 
reverses the life-threatening effects of an OD.

• Naloxone can be administered by trained, non-
clinical individuals.

• Naloxone has 3 formulations:
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How does naloxone work?
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Naloxone displaces the opioids from the brain 
receptors, and then blocks the receptors and 
the effects of the opioid for 30-90 minutes



Naloxone Facts – True or False

• Naloxone is a controlled medication

13



Naloxone Facts – True or False

• Naloxone is a controlled medication - False

14



Naloxone Facts – True or False

• Naloxone is a controlled medication - False
• Naloxone is addictive 

15



Naloxone Facts – True or False

• Naloxone is a controlled medication - False
• Naloxone is addictive - False

16



Naloxone Facts – True or False

• Naloxone is a controlled medication - False
• Naloxone is addictive – False
• Naloxone in some cases causes withdrawal 

symptoms in people with who have opioids in 
their system

17



Naloxone Facts – True or False

• Naloxone is a controlled medication - False
• Naloxone is addictive – False
• Naloxone in some cases causes withdrawal 

symptoms in people with who have opioids in 
their system – True

18



Naloxone Facts – True or False

• Naloxone is a controlled medication - False
• Naloxone is addictive – False
• Naloxone in some cases causes withdrawal 

symptoms in people with who have opioids in 
their system – True

• Naloxone promotes increase in drug use or 
risky behavior 

19



Naloxone Facts – True or False

• Naloxone is a controlled medication - False
• Naloxone is addictive – False
• Naloxone in some cases causes withdrawal 

symptoms in people with who have opioids in 
their system – True

• Naloxone promotes increase in drug use or 
risky behavior - False

20

No strong evidence 
to suggest 
naloxone increases 
drug use
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Individuals at High-Risk for Opioid OD

Using heroin or synthetic opioids 
or misusing Rx opioids

Receiving treatment for OUD, 
including MAT

Using methamphetamine, cocaine, 
other drugs potentially contaminated 

by synthetic opioids

Released from incarceration or 
other controlled setting

Which clients 
should get 
naloxone?



Agency Category

Access to Naloxone

General FFS
Medi-Cal

Drug 
Medi-Cal

My Health 
LA (MHLA) 

DHCS 
Naloxone 

Distributio
n Project

Dispensed 
through 

Pharmacy 
via Pharmacy 

Benefit 

Prescriber gives 
prescription and 
client picks up at 

pharmacy

Dispensed 
Onsite via 
Medical 
Benefit

Program 
stocks 

naloxone 
and 

dispenses it 
on site

Dispensed 
Onsite

Provider 
agency stocks 
naloxone and 

dispenses it on 
site

MHLA patients 
either need to 

go to the 
community 
clinic from 

which they are 
assigned for 

MHLA, or can 
also be given 

naloxone from 
the DHCS 
Naloxone 

Distribution 
Project (see 
column on 

right)

Dispensed 
Onsite

Program stocks 
naloxone and 

dispenses it on 
site

Treatment
Non-OTP Settings X

N/A

N/A As applicable, 
depending on 
patients that 
meet MHLA 

criteria

N/A
OTP Settings X X

Prevention
Prevention 

provider N/A X
Syringe Exchange 

Programs
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Naloxone Training Resources

Prevention, treatment, and RBH staff are 
required to:
1. Receive and successfully complete training on 

the administration of naloxone.
2. Train clients on naloxone administration. 
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www.SafeMedLA.org



Naloxone Policy & Procedure

• Each prevention provider, treatment provider, 
and RBH site must develop a policy and 
procedure that outlines compliance to the 
Bulletin.

• SAPC will provide a sample naloxone P&P that 
is modifiable by each agency.
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Naloxone Bulletin Compliance
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Bulletin Requirement Compliance
Naloxone available onsite Site visit

Naloxone offered to 
clients

Admission protocol

Staff trained to administer 
naloxone

Review staff personnel 
documentation of training

Develop P&P to ensure 
compliance to bulletin

Site visit



Questions?
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