Sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) continue to rise in Los Angeles County (LAC). In 2019, there were a total of 98,427 cases of STDs reported
to the LAC Department of Public Health. The majority of reported cases (66%) were chlamydia followed by gonorrhea (25%) and syphilis (9%). Sixty-
five percent of the syphilis cases were early syphilis.2 Data do not include Long Beach and Pasadena due to reporting delays.

Early Syphilis

Syphilis is a sexually transmitted infection caused by the bacteria, Treponema pallidum and is a known risk factor for HIV.
While it is the least prevalent of the reportable STDs, if untreated, it can cause significant health issues including damage to the
brain, nerves, eyes, or heart. Early syphilis includes the infectious stages of syphilis infection.

In 2019, 5,643 early syphilis cases were reported to LAC with a rate of 59 per 100,000, reflecting a 9% rate increase compared with the
2018 rate. In 2019, early syphilis among males occurred at 9.5 times the rate as that of females; however, from 2018 to 2019, there was
a lower relative increase in early syphilis rates among males (7%) compared to females (20%). Transgender individuals represented
2.5% of the early syphilis cases.® Among both males and females, rates were highest among persons aged 25-29 years. By race, rates
were highest among Pacific Islanders (141 per 100,000) and African Americans (135 per 100,000).
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1Data are provisional and subject to change due to reporting delays. Data do not include Long Beach and Pasadena. This document will be updated to
include these jurisdictions when data become available.

2 Early syphilis includes all cases staged as primary, secondary, or early non-primary, non-secondary (previously early latent). Note that syphilis rates are
unstable for P1 (2010-2011, 2013-2014) and Al/AN (2010-2016) due to small numbers.

3Transgender women represented 2.4%, 0.6% and 0.2% of the early syphilis, gonorrhea, and chlamydia cases, respectively.

Sources: LAC Division of HIV and STD Programs; Centers for Disease Control and Prevention



Congenital syphilis is a multi-system infection caused by the bacteria, Treponema pallidum, in a fetus or infant, passed during
pregnancy. It can cause preterm birth, miscarriage or stillbirth. It can also lead to serious birth defects.

In 2019, the number of congenital syphilis cases continued to rise (N=88) with an increase of 60% since 2018. Since 2012, the number of
reported congenital syphilis cases has increased over 1,300%. Latinx (57%) females represented the majority of mothers of infants with
congenital syphilis.
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Gonorrhea

Gonorrhea is one of the most commonly reported sexually transmitted infections. It can cause infection in the genitals, rectum,
and throat. If untreated, gonorrhea can cause serious health problems including infertility for men and women. It may also
increase the chances of getting HIV. Though gonorrhea is treatable, it has progressively developed resistance to the antibiotic
drugs prescribed for treatment.

In 2019, 24,342 gonorrhea cases were reported to LAC with a rate of 253 per 100,000, reflecting a 4% rate decrease compared with the
2018 rate. Among males, gonorrhea rates were 2.5 times higher than among females in 2018. Male gonorrhea rates decreased 4% and
female rates decreased 3% since 2018 with rates highest among males 25-29 years and females 20-24 years. Transgender individuals
represented 0.7% of the gonorrhea cases.® By race, African Americans had rates (666 per 100,000) 3.9 times higher than Whites (171
per 100,000).
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1Data are provisional and subject to change due to reporting delays. Data do not include Long Beach and Pasadena. This document will be updated

to include these jurisdictions when data become available.
2 Early syphilis includes all cases staged as primary, secondary, or early non-primary, non-secondary (previously early latent).
3Transgender women represented 2.4%, 0.6% and 0.2% of the early syphilis, gonorrhea and chlamydia cases, respectively.
Sources: LAC Division of HIV and STD Programs; Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
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Gonorrhea Rates by Race/Ethnicity, 2010-2019
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Chlamydia

Chlamydia is the most commonly reported sexually transmitted infection and can be transmitted via vaginal, rectal or oral sex.
If untreated, it can cause infertility in women.

In 2019, 65,431 chlamydia cases were reported to LAC with a rate of 679 per 100,000, reflecting a rate increase of 4% compared with the
2018 rate. Rates among males increased 4% while females increased 3% since 2018. Transgender individuals represented 0.2% of the
chlamydia cases.? Chlamydia was most prevalent among youth 15-29 years old. Due to changes in chlamydia reporting in the State of
California in which providers are no longer required to report cases, race/ethnicity information are not complete for chlamydia cases and
therefore case rates are not reported for race/ethnicity categories.
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1Data are provisional and subject to change due to reporting delays. Data do not include Long Beach and Pasadena. This document will be updated
to include these jurisdictions when data become available.

2 Early syphilis includes all cases staged as primary, secondary, or early non-primary, non-secondary (previously early latent).

3Transgender women represented 2.4%, 0.6% and 0.2% of the early syphilis, gonorrhea and chlamydia cases, respectively.

Sources: LAC Division of HIV and STD Programs; Centers for Disease Control and Prevention



